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AGAINST GENOMIC DISCRIMINATION AOTEAROA — AGENDA
Subject: Please support consultation on genetic discrimination in insurance

Kia ora [MP’s name]

I am writing as a constituent to ask for your support for consultation on protections against genetic discrimination in insurance.
On 19 August, Against Genomic Discrimination Aotearoa—AGenDA briefed Parliament’s Health Committee on the public-health and consumer consequences of insurers being able to use predictive genetic-test results.
Parliament has already established a regulatory pathway through sections 83–85 of the Contracts of Insurance Act 2024. These provisions were added following consideration by the Finance and Expenditure Committee, with support across party lines and with the expectation that consultation would follow.
However, regulations cannot be recommended until the consultation required by section 85 has occurred. We understand that consultation material has been prepared, but Cabinet has not authorised the process to begin.
Commencing consultation would not predetermine the final regulatory model. It would allow patients, consumers, Māori, health professionals, researchers, insurers, actuaries and regulators to present evidence and help develop proportionate safeguards.
The issue matters because genetic testing is increasingly used to diagnose rare disorders, identify inherited risks, guide treatment and enable prevention and earlier diagnosis. People should not have to fear that following medical advice and obtaining potentially life-saving information could make insurance more expensive or difficult to obtain.
New Zealand remains at the extreme end of OECD practice, without operative protection governing insurers’ use of predictive genetic-test results. Meanwhile, Australia will prohibit the adverse use of genetic-test results in life-insurance underwriting from 8 October 2026.
I therefore ask you to:
· support AGenDA’s request for consultation under sections 83–85 to commence before the end of 2026; and
· advocate for this within the National Party caucus and with the responsible Minister, Hon Cameron Brewer.
This is a request to begin an open, evidence-based process—not to predetermine its outcome.
AGenDA’s Health Committee briefing can be viewed here: Health Committee briefing, 19 August 2026
AGenDA’s written material submitted to the Health Committee can be viewed here: AGenDA’s written submission and supplementary information.
I would appreciate knowing whether you support the commencement of consultation.
Ngā mihi
[Name]
[Address or electorate]
[Organisation, if applicable]
Page 1

AGenDA |    Page  1   AGAINST GENOMIC DISCRIMINATION AOTEAROA  —   AGENDA   Subject:   Please support consultation on genetic discrimination in insurance     Kia ora [MP’s name]     I am writing as a constituent to ask for your support for consultation on protections against genetic  discrimination in insurance.   On 19 August, Against Genomic Discrimination Aotearoa — AGenDA briefed Parliament’s Health Committee  on the public - health and consumer consequences of insurers being able to use predictive genetic - test results.   Parliament has already established a regulatory pathway through sections 83 – 85 of the Contracts of  Insurance Act 2024. These provisions were added following consideration by the Finance and Expenditure  Committee, with support across party lines and with the expectation that consultation would follow.   However, regulations cannot be recommended until the consultation required by section 85 has occurred.  We understand that consultation material has been prepared, but Cabinet has not authorised the process to  begin.   Commencing consultation would not predetermine the final regulatory model. It would allow patients,  consumers, Māori, health professionals, researchers, insurers, actuaries and regulators to present evidence  and help develop proportionate safeguards.   The issue matters because genetic testing is increasingly used to diagnose rare disorders, identify inherited  risks, guide treatment and enable prevention and earlier diagnosis. People should not have to fear that  following medical advice and obtaining potentially life - saving information could make insurance more  expensive or difficult to obtain.   New Zealand remains at the extreme end of OECD practice, without operative protection governing insurers’  use of predictive genetic - test results. Meanwhile, Australia will prohibit the adverse use of genetic - test  results in life - insurance underwriting from 8 October 2026.   I therefore ask you to:   •   support AGenDA’s request for consultation under sections 83 – 85 to commence before the end of  2026; and   •   advocate for this within the National Party caucus and with the responsible Minister, Hon Cameron  Brewer.   This is a request to begin an open, evidence - based process — not to predetermine its outcome.   AGenDA’s Health Committee briefing can be viewed here:  Health Committee briefing, 19 August 2026   AGenDA’s written material submitted to the Health Committee can be viewed here:  AGenDA’s  written  submission   and  supplementary information .   I would appreciate knowing whether you support the commencement of consultation.   Ngā mihi   [Name]   [Address or electorate]   [Organisation, if applicable]  

